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Overview of State Budget Crisis

• Two-year budget impasse from June 2015 to July 2017

• $6 billion budget deficit 

• $15 billion in unpaid bills

• $100 billion pension liability 

• Several credit downgrades

• National Headlines

o How Illinois became America’s most messed-up state (CNN)

o Illinois in danger of entering financial 'death spiral‘ (Fox News) 



Demonstrating Value to Courts
• Worked with Sargent Shriver Center on Poverty Law

• Went to court to enforce a 2006 consent decree

• IPHCA collected FQHC affidavits in favor of motion

• Court ruled that state must pay Medicaid providers  



Demonstrating Value to Legislators
• Medicaid payments mandated by courts 

• Thought process:

o When the state finally passes a budget, there will likely be 
substantial cuts

o How can we avoid them? 

• IPHCA summer and fall legislative visit initiative

o 20 members of Illinois Congressional Delegation
o 100 members of Illinois General Assembly

• Testimony in front of legislative committees 

• Annual advocacy day 



Demonstrating 
Value to the State

• Quarterly meetings with 
Medicaid Director

• Outreach to Governor’s Office 



Demonstrating Value to MCOs 
• State decides to expand Medicaid managed care statewide

• 10 month implementation 

• IPHCA meets with MCOs individually

• IPHCA hosts meeting with members and ALL MCOs 



Results 

• We have a budget! 

• No Medicaid cuts

• State budget included $20 million in capital funds for FQHCs

• Improved relationships

• Improved reputation 



Questions? 

Jordan Powell
Illinois Primary Health Care Association

(217) 541-7327
jpowell@iphca.org
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