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Dental Transformation Initiative (DTI) 
Overview

• Dec 30, 2015 DHCS received approval from CMS

• A component of California’s 1115 Waiver Renewal, 

also known as Medi-Cal 2020.

• Provides $750 million of additional funds to the Medi-Cal 

Dental Program

• 5-year plan - 2016 though 2020



DTI Domains

• Domain 1 - Increase Preventive Services Utilization

• Domain 2 - Caries Risk Assessment and Disease 
Management Pilot

• Domain 3 – Continuity of Care

• Domain 4 – Local Dental Pilot Projects in support of one or 
more of the three domains



DTI Domain 1
INCREASE PREVENTIVE SERVICES UTILIZATION 



DTI Domain 1
Increase Preventive Services Utilization

• Unduplicated patients, ages 1- 20

• Enrolled in Medi-Cal Dental Program >90 days

• Receive at least one preventive dental service 

(out of 11 specific CDT Codes)

• Demonstrate a 10% increase by 2020

• 2% increase year-over-year

• Started in 2016 and will run full five years



DTI Domain 1 Eligible Procedures



DTI Domain 1
Baseline and Targets

2014 
Baseline

PY-1 
2016 

target 
>2%

PY-2   
2017 

target 
>4% 

PY-3 
2018 

target 
>6%

PY-4  
2019 

target 
>8% 

PY-5 
2020 

target 
>10% 

Clinic A 1518 1549 1579 1518 1642 1673
Clinic B 562 574 585 596 610 622
Clinic C 3100 3162 3224 3286 3348 3410



DTI Domain 1
Incentive Payments - January & July

Dental Site
# patients 

above 
target

Incentive 
Payout

Avg. per 
capita 
pymt

# patients 
above 
target

Incentive 
Payout

Avg. per 
capita 
pymt

Location NPI 362 10,789.50$    30.82$        1868 51,435.00$    27.53$        

Program Year 2017 Program Year 2018



DTI Domain 2
CARIES RISK ASSESSMENT & DISEASE 
MANAGEMENT PILOT



DTI Domain 2 - Caries Risk Assessment 
and Disease Management Pilot

• 11 pilot Counties selected (not San Diego or Riverside)
• Effective Jan 2, 2019 expansion 18 additional counties
• San Diego County eligible to participate in Years 4 & 5
• Children ages 6 and under
• Caries Risk Assessment
• Risk-based Recall intervals
• Treat caries using chronic disease medical model 
• Statewide outcomes desired:

# Preventive procedures 
# Restorative procedures
# Emergency Room visits



DTI Domain 2 – Opt-in Requirements

• Providers must complete TYKE training online
• Opt-in Attestation Form



DTI Domain 2
Risk-based Disease Management



DTI Domain 2
Risk-based Recall

• Patient population: Medi-Cal eligible age 0 to 6.

• Allows for increased visit frequency for 
fluoride/preventive follow-up allowed based on caries risk 
stratification

• Low Risk (every 6 months) 
• Medium Risk (every 4 months) 
• High Risk (every 3 months)





DTI Domain 2
Clinical Requirements

• Use an approved Caries Risk Assessment Form

• Provide Nutritional Counseling for prevention of oral 
disease

• Incorporate Motivational Interviewing – with end result 
of helping parent/caregiver establish self-management 
goals

• Toolkit:  Self-management Goals, Visual aids for 
Nutritional Counseling



CRA Form & Self Management Goals



DTI Domain 2
Other measures to consider

• Population: MediCal eligible, age 0 to 6.

• Zero Restorations during measurement year
• Denominator = Number of unduplicated children who received an 

exam (D0120, D0150, D0145) and Fluoride (D1206) 
• Numerator = # of denominator who had zero restorative 

• At least one Restoration during measurement year
• Denominator= Same as above
• Numerator = # of denominator that received at least one 

restoration (D2000-D2999) during the measurement year

• Caries at Recall or Caries-Free at Recall



DTI Domain 2
Claims Processing

Domain 2 incentive requires bundle of 3 CDT codes:
• Caries Risk Assessment (D0601, D0602 or D0603) 
• Nutritional Counseling for Control of Oral Disease (D1310)
• Motivational Interviewing (D9993)



Dent1-Cal 
Cal If om la Medli-Cal Dental Program

DENTAL TRANSFORMATION INITIATIVE (DTI) 
DOMAIN 2 EXPLANATION OF P YMENT 

DATE: l 0/07/19 

IPAGE; l 

NORrH COUNTY HEATH PROJ 
NCHS SAN MA�COS ID NTA 

PROV] DER NIP[·� 
: A.X I D1 NO:: XX.X.XX7 i o 2 

DELIVERY SYST H: SNC 50 VALPrREDA RD 
SAN MARCOS CA 920,9-2973 CHECK BR; 007225180 

---- - - ----- ------- - ------- - ---- - ---- ----- ------------------ - -------- - - ---

BENEFICIARY NAME DOB 
----------- -------- ---- ---- ---- - - -- - - - ---------- - - - - ----- - -- - ------- ------

AIBAN 

AB.AN 

CrCN: C�1'911[Ul O 2P 

1H 948B2642S 
.__ _ _, 

/2017 

ADJ CO][)E; 

PIOC REND R�ASON INCENTIVE INCENTIVE 
DOS CODE NP[ CODE LINE PAID TOTAL PAID 
05/30/19 D1206 1,99758219 020C 0.00 

0. (]JIC)i

M 94 .. 882642& 

ADJ ,rc1::rn1E.

.__ _ _, 
/2017 

DOS 
05/30/19 
05/30/19 
01 5/30/:J!.9 

PROC REND REASON 
COD NP[ CODE 
D9995 1699758219 
no,02 1&99758219 
Dl310 1699758219 

INCENTIVE INCENTIVE 
LINE PAID TOTAL PAID 

,6,5, ·• 00 
15, .. 00 
46 ... oo. 

12,. ao 



DTI Domain 3
CONTINUITY OF CARE



DTI Domain 3
Continuity of Care

• 17 pilot Counties selected (including Riverside)

• Domain 3 was set to expand on a statewide basis if the 
pilot is successful, and subject to availability of funding 
under the DTI Pool

• Effective Jan 2, 2019 expansion 19 counties, including San 
Diego

• Population: MediCal eligible Children ages 1-20

• Incentives for maintaining continuity of care through 
providing examinations year-over-year



Establishing Baseline –Unduplicated 
patients age 0-20

• Eligible to Opt-in for PY-4 and PY-5 
• Opt-in form and Letters of Approval
• Required us to retro-submit encounter information to 

establish a 2018 baseline (deadline was April 30th 2019)
• If no baseline data submitted, then 2019 can be used to 

establish baseline; clinics can still participate in PY-5 (2020)
• Incentive is paid for each baseline patient who returns for 

Dental Exam in 2019, and again in 2020. 
• Domain 3 Recall Tracking - Run report of Baseline patients 

who have not yet had a Recall Dental Exam in 2019



DTI Domain 3
Continuity of Care

Reporting Measures

• Numerator: # beneficiaries age 0-20 who received an Exam from the 
same service location as the prior year

• Denominator: # of beneficiaries ages 0-20 enrolled in MediCal

• Incentive increased by $60 for Program Years 4 and 5

• Return rate for continuity of care year-over year 



DTI Domain 4
Local Dental Pilot Projects (LDPP)

• San Diego County not participating

• Riverside/San Bernardino First Five - Pilot Project was selected

• A form of Tele-medicine known as “Virtual Dental Home”

• Hygienist visits School-based program

• Supervising Dentist remains in the clinic and remotely approves

treatment that is rendered by an RDH.

• X-rays and photos taken by RDH forwarded electronically 

to Dentist to review

• DTI Incentive money primarily for start-up and running costs, but 

no ongoing incentive payments



Questions
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